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"'Lord, Lord!' What Does This Mean?" 

Matthew 7:21-27 

29 May Anno Domini 2005 

Trinity I 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the LORD our God - in the Name of the Father and of 

the + Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

In the Holy Scriptures it has been revealed to us that "the Father judges no one, but has given all 

judgment to the Son," (John 5:22) and thus the Church confesses that Jesus the Christ will come 

again to judge the quick and the dead . . . that is, both those alive when He returns as well as those 

who have died prior to Judgment Day. Everyone - infant and aged, male and female, rich and poor, 

Adam and Eve, you and me - "must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ" (2 Corinthians 

5:10).  

 

How will He appear on Judgment Day? Well, on that Day Jesus won't be a baby in a manger, or 

sitting by a Samaritan well, or sleeping in a Galilean fishing boat, or pinned to a cross beam at the 

Place of the Skull, or bound in burial linens. No indeed, for Christ - Who was born of the Virgin 

Mary, Who suffered under the rule of Pontius Pilate, Who was crucified for the sins of all people, 

Who died the death of the world, Who rested in a loaner tomb on the Seventh Day - rose again from 

the dead, ascended into heaven, is enthroned therein where He awaits the Day. 

 

How will He appear on Judgment Day? Probably the best description is the one revealed to us by the 

Holy Spirit via the Lord's beloved disciple. The Apostle John writes what he saw on the Eighth Day, 

that is, what was revealed to him on the Lord's Day:  

 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 

lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands One like a Son of Man, clothed with a long robe and 

with a golden girdle round His breast; His head and His hair were white as white wool, white as 

snow; His eyes were like a flame of fire, His feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace, 

and His voice was like the sound of many waters; in His right hand he held seven stars, from His 

mouth issued a sharp two-edged sword, and His face was like the sun shining in full strength. When 

I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead" (Revelation 1:12-17). 

 

What will you say to Him when the Day comes and what will He say to you? Look closer, dearly 

beloved. Those Divine hands of the LORD God Almighty, in which are the deep places of the earth, 

also have the prints of the nails. And as your knee bows and your eyes fall to His feet, you see the 

marks of the crucifixion once more. In God's hands and feet you behold what He has done to pay the 

full price of your sin, the atoning sacrifice offered unto the Father on your behalf.  

 

What will you say? You, along with everyone, Christian and non-Christian alike, will bow the knee 

and will confess with the tongue "that Jesus Christ is LORD" (Philippians 2:11). All will say, "Lord, 
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Lord."  

 

And what will Jesus say to you? That depends. Please listen to the first section of the Gospel 

Reading assigned to the Church for today, as we ponder the address that each one will make to Jesus 

on that Day, namely, 

 

. . . "'Lord, Lord!' What Does This Mean?" 

 

Not every one who says to Me, "Lord, Lord," shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does 

the will of My Father Who is in heaven. On that Day many will say to me, "Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your Name, and do many mighty works in Your 

Name?" And then will I declare to them, "I never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers."  

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

Dearly beloved of Christ, in this portion of Holy Writ, we have presented to us the difference 

between those who have constructed their everlasting reward on the basis of doings the deeds of the 

Law, and those who have foundationed their eternal future on God's grace in the Person and the 

Work of Jesus the Christ. The latter will say, "Lord, Lord," and be escorted into the Kingdom of 

Heaven. But others will sing a, "Kyrie, Kyrie," that is, "Lord, Lord," and follow such an invocation 

with a litany of what they did in order to earn their way into heaven. 

 

Consider these works-righteousness parishioners and pastors who are within the congregation, but 

outside the Church. They appear before the Lord and beginning justifying themselves by telling God 

what they have done. "Did we not prophesy in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your Name, and 

do many mighty works in Your Name?" Didn't we teach all those years in the Sunday School, in 

Your Name? And didn't we suffer in Sunday School class all those years in Your Name? Oh, and 

Lord, don't forget all that memory work and quizzes in confirmation class. And didn't we show up 

and sit through Church, all gathered in Your Name? And didn't we abide by the Ten Commandments 

in Your Name? Oh, and I also remind you that I prayed and ended my prayers, in Your Name, that 

is, ". . . in Jesus' Name. Amen." And didn't I preach sermons in Your Name, and baptize all nations 

in Your Name, and announce the Absolution in Your Name? I could go on, but my natural modesty 

(which I have cultivated) and my humility (which I have acquired through diligence and no small 

effort) prevent me from continuing. In short, I've got a whole bag-full of good deeds, indeed. 

 

Ah, but notice, dear soul, whom you are addressing. This is not Moses with the Law Divinely etched 

on a stone tablet carried in each hand. Rather, this is Jesus with a holy, perfect, life-giving wound in 

each hand. Is it your plan to make Jesus be a new Moses? Would you fashion Christ into the 

Ultimate Lawman and Taskmaster, or do you behold Him as the Mediator and Redeemer? Do you 

wish to approach the bench of His Judgment Seat demanding only what you deserve, or pleading 

only what He has done for you on Calvary's holy mountain? On the one hand is the Word of God 

that always accuses the Old Adam and bespeaks the second death; in the other hand is the Good 

News of complete forgiveness through the Blood of Jesus that speaks more graciously than the blood 

of Abel. 

 

Now ponder, not only the One Who is being addressed, which is Jesus, but also the content of what 

the works-righteous man is saying to the Crucified Christ. "Lord, Lord, I see those wounds but I 

reject them. Lord, Lord, I hear Your Word of the Gospel, but I reject this Good News. Rather than 
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trust in You and Your Word for my salvation, here are my works. I will set my bag of good deeds in 

the breach and I will trust in them to staunch the wrath of God with what I have done and to stay the 

execution that will be exacted on many, but most certainly not on me. Lord, Lord, the blood, sweat 

and tears of my good deeds are better than the Blood that you shed upon the cross." 

 

Dearly beloved, may the LORD God grant that we never, ever think this, speak thus, reason this 

way, or depart this life under such a delusion. For to such who do, Jesus will declare unto them, "I 

never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers." 

 

Perhaps, dear soul, you are wondering what must be done, for surely something must be done. This 

is most certainly true, even as Jesus has said in the Gospel: "Not every one who says to Me, 'Lord, 

Lord,' shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of My Father Who is in heaven . 

. . but he who does the will of My Father Who is in heaven." What is this deed that is the will of our 

Father Who art in heaven? I almost fear knowing the answer, for though I might desire to do this one 

thing, I know that, of myself, I will fall short. Still, I need to hear, for my Master has said this. Oh 

Lord, what must we do? 

 

Listen once again, dear soul, to the Word of God when the Lord was asked this very question in John 

6. "Jesus answered them, 'This is the work of God, that you believe in Him Whom He has sent'" (v. 

29). That is it, and there is nothing easier and nothing more difficult than this good work of the First 

Commandment; that is, to trust in Jesus Whom the Father has sent. This is so easy that an hours-old 

infant can have such faith, and so infinitely impossible that neither a genius nor a giant is able to 

cipher it or acquire it by his own reason or strength.  

 

Salvation is in the nail-pierced hands of the Lord Jesus, and faith trusts such a Savior. Christ 

humbled himself for all of your sinful pride. The Son of God was scourged for all of scurrilous 

thoughts and pernicious plans to justify yourself in His Presence. The Lamb of God was slain in your 

place. He suffered, that is, He allowed the deluged flood of the wrath of God to engulf Him as wave 

upon wave of the world's sin beat against Him and was no more. Jesus was crucified that you might 

have life now and life forever. God's Holy Blood poured forth from Him to atone for all of your 

blood-lust. And when Jesus breathed His last, commended Himself unto His Father, and gave His 

Spirit. 

 

Indeed, the Holy Spirit was given in order to grant the gift of faith through the Word of the Good 

News of Christ crucified, risen, ascended and enthroned. The Holy Spirit grants trust to believe such 

Word, whether one is awake or asleep, infant or aged, Jew or Gentile. Therefore, when the terrified, 

Philippian jailor, when facing death, asked what he must do to be saved, the Apostolic reply was: 

"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household" (Acts 16:31). What a 

wonderful, gracious God Jehovah is! The one work that God will require of you on Judgment Day is 

one among many of the works that God works in you! Or, as it is written, "for by grace you have 

been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God - not because of works, 

lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).  

 

How else might this be explained? Listen and ponder. 

 

Every one then who hears these Words of Jesus and does them will be like a wise man who built his 

soul upon Christ; and the troubles fell and the Judgment Day came and the accusations of the evil 

spirits blew and beat upon that soul and the Judgment of that soul was announced, but it did not die 
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eternally because it had been founded upon Jesus. And every one who hears these Words of Christ 

and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his soul upon a multitude of his own 

works; and the same troubles fell and the same Judgment Day came and the accusations of the evil 

spirits blew and beat upon that soul and the Judgment of that soul was announced, and he died 

eternally; and eternal was the death of this soul. 

 

The Law promises eternal life and salvation to those who are perfect, and it offers no forgiveness. 

The Gospel promises eternal life, salvation and forgiveness to those who are penitent, and it declares 

perfection. The former say today, "Lord, Lord" and then commence with an inventory of deeds to 

recall on Judgment Day. The Lord will say, "I never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers." On 

the other hand, the faithful soul will say today, "Lord, Lord, have mercy upon me and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter, sufferings and death of my Lord Jesus Christ, be merciful to me, a poor 

miserable sinner." So they will hear this day, the Word of the Lord, "Dearly beloved, you are 

forgiven of all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit." So will 

the same hear on that great Day, the Word of the Lord, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you 

have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master" (Matthew 

25:21). 

 

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches" (Revelation 2:7). Amen. 


